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TITUS I. 5. 


For THis causE LEFT I THEE IN CRETE, THAT THOU 
sour DEST sET IN ORDER THE THINGS THAT ARE 
WANTING, AND ORDAIN ELDERS IN EVERY CITY, As 
I HAD APPOINTED THEE.. 


Y SY HIS account, given by st. Paul, of part of 
| P thoſe duties which he himſelf had appoint- 
ed Titus to diſcharge, ſets before us the me- 
tod which the Apoſtles had judged it ne- 
cory to adopt, for the great purpoſe of perpetuating 
the knowledge, and promoting the influence of that 
Goſpel, which they themſelves were the firſt perſons ſe- 
lected to preach. They choſe out faithful men * from 
pt B among 
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| among their diſciples, whom they ordained to affiſt and 


ſucceed them in all the permanent duties of their own 


office; and directed them likewiſe to ordain others, whoſe 


peculiar buſineſs it ſhould be to preach the Goſpel, and re- 


gulate all the neceſſary concerns of the Church. 


In this practice of the Apoſtles themſelves was origi- 


nally founded That diſtin& Order of men, who have ever 


ſince been profeſſedly ſet part for the ſame purpoſes in the 
Chriſtian world. And had we only the example of theſe 
divinely commiſſioned Preachers of the faith to plead in 
its behalf, their authority alone might be fully ſufficient 
to recommend the inſtitution. But ſince the reaſons which 


induced the Apoſtles to adopt it were, undoubtedly, the 


uſefulneſs and neceſſity of the Inſtitution itſelf; it cannot 
poflibly 'be foreign to the 'purptſe of this particular ſo- 
lemnity, to take a view of the advantages derived from 
it, towards obtaining the great ends for Which the Goſpel 
was revealed. : 


J. And fifſt, the general utility of ſuch a diſtinct 
Order, as well for the purpoſe of converting mankind 
originally to the faith in CHE TsT, as for eſtabliſhing it in 

che world, appears ſo obvious as ſcarce to need illuſtra- 
tion. 
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tion. The Apoſtles themſelves were but ſo many perſons 
immediately fet apart, and ſingularly endowd, by the 
ſpecial appointment of our Lox, for: the accompliſhment 
of theſe very deſigns. And had not they appointed others 
both to aſſiſt and 'ſucceed them in their office; the 
Chriftian faith, how far ſoever it might at firſt have been 
extended by their labours alone, would ſoon have died 
away, and become extinct, when They were no longer 
alive to ſupport it. Even while they were alive, and 
induſtriouſſy preaching it; — had they taught it the diſci- 
ples for their mere private, perſonal eonviction only; 
had they not inſtituted ſtated Aſſemblies for the joint pro- 
feſſion of it; — had they not appointed a diſtinct Order of 
men, for the purpoſes of celebrating Religious Worſhip in 
thoſe aſſemihlies agreeably to it, and inſtructing the con- 
verts in the Doctrines and Duties of the faith they had 
embraced ; — and had they not likewiſe directed the ſue- 
ceſſive Appointment of others, for the perpetual diſcharge 
of all theſe neceſſary Offices; — the Converts they had 
made in one plaee would ſoon have loſt, in great meaſure, 
their attention to the faith, and at length the very Faith 
itſelf, while They were labouring'to plant it in another; 
and all their endeavours, from time to time, to renew and 
eſtabliſh it, would in the end have proved utterly unable 
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among their diſciples, whom they ordained to aſſiſt and 
ſucceed them in all the permanent duties of their own 
office; and directed them likewiſe to ordain others, whoſe 
peculiar buſineſs it ſhould be to preach the Goſpel, and re- 
gulate all the neceſſary concerns of the Church. 


In this practice of the Apoſtles themſelves was origi- 


nally founded That diſtinct Order of men, who have ever 


ſince been profeſſedly ſet part for the ſame purpoſes in the 
Chriſtian world. And had we only the example of theſe 
divinely commiſſioned Preachers of the faith to plead in 
its behalf, their authority alone might be fully ſufficient 
to recommend the inſtitution. But ſinee the reaſons which 


induced the Apoſtles to adopt it were, undoubtedly, the 


uſefulneſs and neceſſity of the Inſtitution itſelf ; it cannot 
poſſſbly be foreign tb the *purptſe of this particular ſo- 
lemnity, to take a view of the advantages derived from 
it, towards obtaining the great ends for Which the Goſpel 
was revealed. 9 1 


I. And fifſt, the general utility of ſueh a diſtinct 
Order, as well for the purpoſe of converting mankind 
originally *to the faith in CAE TsT, as for eſtabliſhing it in 
the world, appears ſo obvious as ſcarce to need illuſtra- 

tion. 
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tion. — The Apoſtles "themſelves were but ſo many perſons 


immediately fet apart, and ſingularly :endow'd, by the 


ſpecial appointment of our Lok, for the accompliſhment 
of theſe very deſigns. And had not they appointed others 
both to affiſt and ſueceed them in their office; the 
Chriſtian faith, how far ſoever it might at firſt have been 
extended by their labours alone, would ſoon have died 
away, and become extinct, when They were no longer 
alive to ſupport it. Even while they were alive, and 
induſtriouſly preaching it; — had they taught it the diſci- 
ples for their mere private, perſonal eonviction only; 
had they not inſtituted ſtated Aſſemblies for the joint pro- 
feſſion of it; — had they not appointed a diſtinct Order of 
men, for tlie purpoſes of celebrating Religious Worſhip in 
thoſe aſſemhlies agreeably to it, and inſtructing the con- 
vetts in the Doctrines and Duties of the faith they had 
embraced ; — and had they not likewile directed the ſue- 
ceſſive Appointment of others, for the perpetual diſcharge 
of all theſe neceſſary i Offices ; — the Converts they had 
made in one place would ſoon have loſt, -in great meaſure, 
their attention to: the faith, and at length the very Faith 
itſelf, while They were labouring to plant it in another; 
and all their endeavours, from time to time, to renew and 
cſtabliſh it, would in the end have proved utterly unable 
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to procure it a permanent exiſtence in any. And when at 
length They Themſelves had fulfilled their courſe, and 
were no longer upon earth, either to gain any new con- 
verts, or recover the attention, and revive the faint con- 
viction of the old; no ſucceſſion of Chriſtians could long 
have been kept up; — all religious belief in the Goſpel 
Revelation would ſoon have been extinguiſhed 3 the 
Hiſtories we now have of the life and death of Jesvs 
could never have been ſufficiently known, but at all 
events muſt quickly have been neglected ; and if not at 
length abſolutely loſt and deſtroy'd, yet at. leaſt muſt ever 
have remained deſtitute of that public acknowledgment 
of their Authenticity, which alone could render them. a. | 
ſufficient foundation for belief in any ſubſequent ages; — 16 
and | Jews as well as Gentiles, would finally have adhered 
to their own. long eſtabliſhed Religions, as if that of the 
Goſpel had never been. | 


To the regular celebration therefore of the:proper or- 
dinances of Religious Worſhip, accompanied with public 
Inſtruction and to all the official duties of | That diſtinct 1 
Order; who, in conſequence of their firſt appointment = 
by the Apoſtles themſelves, have been conſtantly ſet apart 
to preach the Goſpel, and regulate all the neceſſary con- 
2 | ; cerns 
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cerns of the Church; to the happy influence of theſe 
only adequate human means, ever ſince thoſe extraordinary 
aſſiſtances of Divine Power, which accompanied the firſt 
preaching of the Goſpel, were withdrawn; the world is 


indebted for the very exiſtence of the 8 Religion 


at this day upon earth. 


II. But the mere converſion of mankind to the Faith in 
CuaRIsT was by no means the ultimate end of his appear- 
ance in the world. He came indeed to enlighten thoſe 
who had long been given up to a miſchievous and diſgrace- 
ful idolatry, with the clear and moſt deſireable knowledge 
of the One True Gop; as well as to give the Jews, at 


length, a perfect Law, freed from all the carnal ordinances * 


of that of Moſes. But the great, the principal object of 
this final Diſpenſation was, by revealing to all the Re- 


demption of the world through CHRIST, and a juſt retri- 


bution in a life to come, to reclaim both Jews and Gen- 
tiles from that wretched corruption of morals, into which 
they were univerſally fallen; and thus to bleſs manking, by 
turning them away from their intquities , and making them 


zealous of good works T. And certainly, the ſetting apart 


a diſtinct Order of men, to celebrate the offices of public 
* Worſhip ; 


* Heb. ix. 10. + Acts ili. 26. t Tit. ii. 14. 
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Worſhip ; to inſtruct mankind in the grounds and prin- 
ciples of the Religion they profeſs ; and remind them con- 
tinually of the Duties it enjoins, and the Sanctions it re- 
veals ; is an expedient no leſs proper, and even neceſſary, 
for promoting the practical Influence of the faith in 
CHRIST, than for preſerving the Faith itſelf. | 


And what indeed can be more apparent? Such is our 
very Nature, that to prevent our paſſions from ſeducing us 
into actions and purſuits, which we even know to be 
vicious, it is abſolutely neceſſary very frequently to reflect 
upon our moral and religious duties; and to impreſs upon 
our minds a lively ſenſe of the obligations we are under 
to fulfil them; founded on thoſe important conſequences, 
which the Goſpel has aſſured us will inevitably follow 
from our obſervance, or neglect of them. And ſuch, at 
the ſame time, is the very condition of our preſent State; 
ſo unavoidably are mankind in general allotted to the 
labours of the body, inſtead of being at leiſure for the 
improvement of the mind; and fo continually buſied in 
providing for, and enjoying, the conveniences and ſatis- 
factions, as well as the very neceſſaries of life; that, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, it is not only impoſſible for them to 
be able to do this ſufficiently for themſelves; but mo- 
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rally certain, that in fact they would not do it, if they 


eould. 
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By whom then can this important, this neceſſary taſk 
be performed, and to whom may it wiſely be committed? 
To any, who are no leſs engaged in the ſame employ- 
ments, and whoſe attention is equally engroſs'd by the 
ſame occupations with the great body of mankind them- 
ſelves? To thoſe, who are no better qualified for ex- 
plaining the doctrines, and enforcing the duties, either of 


Natural or Reveal'd Religion, than the very perſons for 


whoſe benefit they are to be explained and enforced ? 
Deficient indeed, deplorably deficient muſt be the in- 
ſtruction of mankind in general, if ſuch were to be their 


inſtructors. 


Though the Duties of all true Reli gion, as well as the 


fundamental Doctrines of the Goſpel, are eaſily compre- 
hended by all who poſſeſs but the common abilities of 


the human mind, when traced out for them, and laid 


open to their view; yet to explain them to others with 
clearneſs and preciſion, to enforce them to the beſt ad- 


vantage, and bring them home to our boſoms; to point 
out the ſeveral ſteps by which our Paſſions betray us into 
ä | | ſin, 
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| fin, and thoſe expedients by which we may moſt elſes 
tually reſtrain them within the bounds of innocence ; — 
to lay open to view the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, and 
inſtruct us how we may moſt ſucceſsfully guard againſt 
it; = to ſhew when our virtues are deficient, and when 
through exceſs they degenerate into ſome kindred vice ; — 
to rouſe the indolent, alarm the vicious, encourage the 
penitent, and confirm the virtuous ; — to cheriſh well- 
grounded hope, without countenancing preſumption ; and 
inculcate neceſſary ſelf- diſtruſt, without giving occafion 
to deſpair : — And in order to accompliſh this, — To com- 
pare ſpiritual things with fprritual *, illuſtrating the difficult 
parts of Revelation by thoſe which are moſt eaſy and 
plain; to ſhew the perfect harmony between the dictates 
of right Reaſon, and the precepts of the Goſpel; and pre- 
vent them both from being perverted, either to counte- 
nance the wild extravagancies of Enthuſiaſm, or excite 
the miſchievous terrors of Superſtition ; — Theſe are 
taſks, which require the ſtudious application of improved 


abilities; and ſuch as never can be adequately performed, 
but by thoſe who are purpoſely 2 and ſet apart, 
to perform them. 


True 


® x Cor, ii. 13. 
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True indeed it is, that even the appointment of a 
diſtinct Order of men for theſe important duties, cannot 
abſolutely ſecure their being properly diſcharged. Nor. 
may it be diſſembled; how humiliating ſoever the remem- 


brance muſt ever prove; that when, by the fatal concur- 
rence of a variety of circumſtances, the Chriſtian world 
laid envelop'd in the darkeſt night of ignorance, That very. 
Order ; whoſe , profeſſed duty it was, to explain the terms 
of ſalvation, inculcate the precepts, and enforce the ſanc- 
tions of the Goſpel ; fo disfigured and perverted both the. 
one and the other, to ſerve the purpoſes: of a vicious 
ambition, and eſtabliſh an empire over the conſciences, as 
well at the perſons of men; that they rendered even the 
Goſpel Revelation, the abuſed inſtrument of the moſt 
miſchievous Errors, and abſurd Superſtitions, | 
This however muſt be acknowledged, in- extenuation 

of their offence, that while the fatal perverſion of the 
Goſpel was by degrees completing, it was not ſo much 
the diſhoneſty, as the ignorance of the Clergy in general, 
added to the ſtill greater ignorance of all other Orders, 
that afforded opportunity for the crafty practices, and am- 
bitious enterpriſes of a Few. And be it remember d, no 
ſooner had the light of knowledge ſhone again upon the 
D Chriſtian 
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1 
Chriſtian hemiſphere, than the ſame Order of men, who: 


had {© unhappily perverted the Faith, ſupplied the world 


with a ſucceſſion of able and zealous Advocates to purify 


ments of the religion they profeſſed and taught; and by 
ciple of moral and religious duty has been juſtly explained, 
and the knowledge of them all widely diffuſed ; and not 


only the tram of the Goſpel fully eſtabliſhed, but its 


doctrines clearly proved to be eminently conducive to alt 


practical vitttte, and perfeRty eonfiſtent with the Natural 


and Civil Rights ef mankind. Nor ean any thing elſe ſo 
effectually ſecure them from all future perverſion, as that 
Knowledge, both Herman and divine, which the Teachers: 


of Religion, at leaſt as much as the Members of any vr 
| 3 be W Xo iitroduce. 


But en It tint ever be ian that thoſe 


abiifes of the religion of CHRIST, 'fignul as they were, 
which oed their riſe and «ftabliſhment to the corruption 
of Some, and tlie ignorante f Moſt, among the Clergy 


themſelves, are no ſtronger objections to the appointment 


on ſuch an Order of men; "than the oppreſſive Tyran 


nies 


n it. — Be it likewiſe remembered, that by the 
united labours of many Luminaries of this Order, orna- 
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1 
ties which have obtained in ſo many parts of the world 
are, to the inſtitution of Civil Society, and the creation of 
Legal Powers. As without the One mankind can enjoy 
no. ſocial happineſs; ſo without the Other they cannot 


poſſibly retain the knowledge of Reveal'd Religion, The 
feelings of conſcience, the mutual dependencies of ſocial 


life, and the ſanctions of human laws, may together he 
ſufficient to keep alive among men even a good ſenſe of 
Right and Wrong: though by no means an adequate under- 
ſanding even of Natural Religion alone; but nothing leſs 


than the regular celebration of Public Worſhip, aſſiſted by 


Inſtruction, can preſerve a Knowledge of Revelation, or 
eee its doctrines and commands. 


The milchicfs Wann which have at any time ** 
from the abuſe of either Civil, or Religious Inſtitutions, 


are indeed ſo many memorials of the weakneſs of human 


virtue, when expoſed to powerful temptation ; ſo many 


proofs, that the moſt beneficial eſtabliſhments. may be per- 


verted to the worſt purpoſes; and ſo many motives for 


adopting every meaſure, that prudence can ſuggeſt, to pre- 


vent the repetition of ſuch abuſes; but they afford no gopd 
reaſons A abc qt nil 
themſelves. 


And 


1 

And happily for Us, ſuch arrangements have long been 
made in theſe Kingdoms, that no new corruptions of the 
Goſpel, or its Teachers, of the ſame tendency with thoſe 
we have had occaſion to lament, can be juſtly apprehended, 
Circumſtanced as the Miniſters of Religion in this Coun» 
try have now for a long time been, and always ought to 
have been; — amenable for every particular of their con- 
duct to the ſame Laws of the Community with all its other 
members; placed in the ſame ſubjection to the Supreme 
Civil Power, and poſſeſs d of no authority but what they 
hold immediately under it; — connected like all others by 
the ſame publie ties, as members of Society; — united 
by the ſame domeſtic, and moſt endearing private rela- 
tions; — and equally concern'd in themſelves, their con- 
nexions, and their offspring, for the common intereſts of 
All; — it is abſolutely impoſſible, that They can be leſs: 
ſincere friends to the Community, or leſs deſirous to pro- 
mote its welfare, than any other Order of men. | 


And certainly, if in principle and inclination they can- 
not but be real friends to the joint intereſts of all; the 
profeſs d buſineſs of their Office muſt render them more 
particularly ſervieeable in promoting the happineſs of Social 


Life. That the Clergy do actually contribute to the in- 
* 5 fluence 
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Anence of Religion and Virtue, and the well-being of So- 
ciety, by the ſtated celebration of Religious Worſhip, as 
well as by continually inculcating the Duties, and en- 
forcing the Sanctions, both of Natural and Revealed Re- 
ligion, is a point ſo clear as to admit of no diſpute. How 
far ſoever the beneficial effects of their Miniſtry may be 
ſuppoſed to fall ſhort of what might be with'd, or can with 
reaſon be expected; they at leaſt keep alive, by the public 
duties of their Office, that ſenſe of Religion, and atten- 
tion to its commands, which is preſerved in the world; 
and thus by reſtraining the univerſal tendency to vice, and 
giving an influence to virtue which it could not otherwiſe 
poſſeſs, promote the good of Society in its moſt impor- 
tant concerns. | 


III. Bnt this is not all. Beſides the obvious good 
effects of the very buſineſs of their Office; — and not to 
inſiſt upon their religious Education for it, and the awful 
Solemnity with which they are admitted to it; though theſe 
are cauſes which eannot but be productive of a real good 
effect on their principles and conduct ; — there are many 
cifcumſtances peculiar to their Profeſſion, which have a 
natural tendency to encreaſe their perſonal Virtue; and to 
render them, on that account likewiſe, more ſerviceable in 
E promoting 
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promoting the practical influence of Religion, and Rin 
further conducive to the Welfare of mankind. 


Very Many, who have enjoyed the benefit of an im- 
proved education, and are well acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of all our moral and religious duties, allow them- 
ſelves however in much actual vice; from conſidering 
many inſtances of ſin, though not as practices ſtrictly in- 
nocent and defenſible, yet however as indulgencies very 
allowable. But they who are educated for the ſervice of 
Religion, are inſtructed ſo to eſtimate every action by the 
pure and ſtrict morals of the Goſpel, that They cannot 
poſſibly regard any indulgence as allowable, which the 
Goſpel condemns; and cannot therefore quietly _ 
themſelves in any A e vice. 


Not a few of thoſe fins, which mankind are ſo con- 
tinually committing, owe their origin, in no ſmall degree, 
to an habitual Inattention to the precepts of Religion, 
and a kind of temporary Forgetfulneſs of their duty. But 
they, whoſe conſtant buſineſs obliges them to be almoſt 
continually converſing, as it were, with our Loxp and his 
Apoſtles, and liſtening to their commands, muſt un- 
avoidably have every religious duty ſo familiar to their 

— thoughts, 
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thoughts, as to render it impoſſible for Them to feel a 
riſing inclination to any finful action, without being con- 
ſcious, at the very time, that it is a ſin; and having their 
Principles alarm'd to counteract the impulſe of their 
Paſſions. | | 


* — 


When Others are tempted to an indulgence in any vice, 
they have the commands of Religion to deter them from 
it. But the Preacher of the Goſpel has, beſides, the certain 
knowledge of all that peculiar ſhame He muſt unavoidably 
feel, and that aggravated condemnation He will be ſure 
to undergo, for breaking through thoſe commandments 
himſelf, the obligations and importance of which he is 
continually inculcating upon others. 


When thoſe of any other Order indulge themſelves in 
any vicious gratifications, they fin only as individuals, and 
the diſgrace of their: vices falls almoſt wholly upon them- 
felves. But when the Teacher of Religion finds his paſ- 
fions ſolliciting him to vice, he is conſcious, that He muſt 
fin in a double capacity ; — and as a Teacher of Religion, 
even more than as a Man: — he knows likewiſe, that the 
infamy of his vices will. in ſome degree be caſt, however 
unjuſtly, upon his Order, as well as himſelf ; and even 
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| upon the very Religion, which it is his evident duty not 
only to preach, but by his practice to adorn. 


Others often loſe by degrees their early ſenſe and love 
of virtue, and fall at length into the practice of vice, merely 
by becoming familiarized to the ſinful exceſſes of the fla- 
gitious and prophane. But the decorum univerſally obſerv d, 
even by the flagitious themſelves, before the Teachers of 
Religion, not only places Them beyond the reach of this 
danger, but makes them ſenſible of a peculiar obligation to 
the obſervance of the ſtricteſt propriety in their own ͤ de- 
meanour; which is itſelf extremely ſerviceable in moderating 
our paſſions, ſtrengthening our religious principles, and 
eſtabliſhing an univerſal purity of heart. 


Numbers of thoſe, who proceed even the greateſt 
lengths in iniquity, are in no ſmall degree ſeduced by a 
miſtaken ambition to gain the falſe applauſe, and avoid 
even the miſplaced ridicule, of thoſe with whom they 
chiefly aſſociate: and hence likewiſe ariſes the malignant 
influence of every faſhionable vice. But from theſe power- 
ful temptations, ſo often fatal to others, They who are ſet 
apart for the duties of Religion, are, by this very circum- 
ſtance, ſecured. Their Profeſſion itfelf precludes them 
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from all intimate connexion with any, whoſe principles 
or practice are plainly inconſiſtent with moral virtue, and 
thus effectually withdraws them from the ſeducing power 
of their example. And inſtead of being tempted to adopt, 
in their own practice, any faſhionable vice, from a deſire 
of obtaining the general approbation ; They cannot but 
be very ſtrongly deterred from it, by the certain knowledge, 
that ſuch a compliance will afluredly bring upon them 
deſerved infamy and contempt. That adherence to virtue, 
which Others are often deterred from by the fear of ridi- 
cule, They are continually encouraged to by the ſure 
reward of ſincere praiſe and eſteem. 


Not a ſmall proportion of thoſe vices, which are ſo 
frequently practiced in the world at large, owe their origin, 
in great meaſure, to an exceſs of Diſſipation; which, at 
the ſame time that it enflames the paſſions, weakens the 
principles, and inſenſibly diverts the attention from all the 
moſt important Duties of Life. But from the baneful 
contagion of this ſource of vice likewiſe Thoſe who have 
dedicated themſelves to Religion are, above all others, 
ſecured; the Common Senſe of mankind having agreed 
in reſtraining Them to ſuch innocent relaxations, and 
ſuch a guarded uſe of pleaſures, as may neither be pre- 
me, EF - Judicial 
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judicial to themſelves, nor exhibit a * * 
to others. 


In a word, not to enumerate any more particulars, 
there is no circumſtance by which the Clergy are diſtin- 
guiſhed from other Orders of men, among Us; none, by 
means of which their general diſpoſition and character 
can be influenced by their Profeſſion; which has not an 
obvious, habitual, tendency to exempt them from the 
power of the ſtrongeſt temptations to vice; as well as to 
furniſh them with the moſt perſuaſive motives, and beget 
in them ſincere inclinations, to the practice of every ſocial, 
moral, and religious Duty. 


What concluſion then may we be warranted in draw- 
ing, nay what concluſion muſt we not be forced to draw, 
from this obvious ſtate of things? What but this, — That, 
how far ſoever the Preachers of Religion may fall ſhort of 
that diſtinguiſh'd excellence, to which, it may be ſup- 
poſed, ſuch advantages ought to' carry them ; the Manners 
of an Order of men ſo ſingularly circumſtanced, muſt in 
general be leſs exceptionable ; — their Morals more pure ; 
— their Virtues more conſiſtent ; — their Vices fewer and 
leſs notorious ; — and their * _ the whole; 
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more edifying and uſeful ; — than thoſe of any other Order 
in particular, or of the miſcellaneous bodies of mankind 
taken in general ; — not to mention the ſhining inſtances 
of more exalted excellence, which will infallibly appear 
among them; — and conſequently, that the Comparative 
Virtue of ſuch an Order muſt be conducive to the practical 
influence of Religion, and add increaſe and ſecurity to the 
bleflings of Social Life. 


In fact, what the ſingular circumſtances of this Order 
oblige us to conclude, the common conſent of Mankind 
plainly acknowledges to be experimentally true. It is not 
only certain, that all inſtances of vice are, as they juſtly 
may be, far more ſeverely condemned in the Miniſters of 
Religion, than in any other Order of men; becauſe no 
other Order is under ſo many obligations to virtue, or 
placed in the ſame circumſtances to aſſiſt them in its 
practice; but every inſtance of vice in Them inſtanta- 
neouſly produces a greater degree of ſurpriſe, as being, at 
the ſame time, confeſſedly more un common. | 


Nor can this concluſion, to which their peculiar ſitua- 
tion has led us, be juſtly accuſed of even the ſlighteſt 
tincture of ſpiritual pride and preſumption. It is One 

| thing 


[ 24 ] 
thing to infer, that the collective body of the Clergy 
muſt, on the whole, have more virtue among them, than 
any other equal body of men; — but it would be Another 
to contend, that they have as much more as their ad- 
vantages and obligations require. The firſt of theſe poſi- 
tions appears the deduction of unbiaſſed reaſon; the laſt 
would be the fond ſuggeſtion of partiality and ſelf-love. 


To determine in what degree they do excell, and how 
far they fall ſhort of that ſuperiour eminence at which 
they might arrive, belon gs only to the Searcher of all hearts; 
and beſides, would be as unneceſſary, as it is impoſſible. 
The Teachers of Religion, far from contending for the 
proportion of their own imperfect merits, will themſelves 
be the firſt to lament their deficiencies; and to acknow- 
ledge the juſtice of this important deciſion; — That if, 
conſidered in a collective view, they have not more virtue 


than Others, they muſt in reality have leſs. 


But, circumſtanced as they have long been in this 
Country, ſuch a condemnation is what they have no rea- 
ſon to apprehend. Under the auſpices of our happy Re- 
formation it is heir glory and their joy à, to: be the uſeful, 

| „ however 
# 1 Theſſ. ii. 20. 
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however imperfect, inſtruments of preſerving. the knows 
ledge, confirming the truth, and enforcing. the duties, of 
Natural and Reveal'd Religion; and ſo far aſſiſting the 
cauſe of Virtue, not only by the proper duties of their. 
Office, but even by the general influence of their Con- 
duct, as to be, upon the whole, materially ſerviceable 
f in promoting both the preſent and future Happineſs of 
Mankind. 


May a due ſenſe of the important objects of their in- 
ſtitution, the obligations they are under, and the ad- 
vantages they enjoy, induce All, in their ſeveral Stations, 
to exert their beſt abilities in the diſcharge of their proper 
duties; commending themſelves to every man's conſcience in the 
fight of God*; and in all things approving themſelves as 
the Miniſters of God . — May the remembrance of that | 
fatal ignorance and. degeneracy, which held for a long | 
time almoſt the whole Chriſtian world enſlaved to Error 
and Superſtition, and even ſtill continues to enſlave ſo large | | 
a portion of it; render All ſollicitous to underſtand the | | 
true principles of the Goſpel : themſelves, and to impreſs 


the knowledge of them upon thoſe committed to their = 
care; Studying to ſhew themſelves approved unto God, work- — 
8 men = 


* 2 Cor. iv. 2. + Ibid. — 4. | | | | : 1 
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men that need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of 

truth x. — May they be examples of the believers, in word, 
in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity T; — 
and ſo take heed to themſelves, and to their doctrine, that they 
may ſave both themſelves, and them that hear them Þ. 


* 2 Tim. ii. 15. + 1 Tim. iv. 12. f Ibid, — 16. . 
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